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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enhance brightness on an emission surface and 
provide uniform luminance. 

CONSTITUTION: A pair of hot cathodes 3b are faced at both ends 
within a thin discharge container 2 having rectangular cross 
section, a flat plate type low-pressure discharge lamp 1 using the 
flat plate surface of the discharge container 2 as an emission 
surface, and a power source device 5 which supplies discharge 
electric power to between the hot cathodes 3b of the flat plate 
type low-pressure discharge lamp 1 are arranged. The discharge 
lamp 1 is lit by applying rectangular wave voltage to between the 
hot cathodes 3b with the power source device 5. Preferably, the 
discharge container 2 is set so as to satisfy the relation of D=Ax 
T/P when the inner width of the cross section in the vertical 
direction of the discharge is D(cm), the inner height is T(cm), the 
pressure of the sealed gas is P(Torr), and A is an optional value 
between 20 and 30. 
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